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Sustainable Tourism in Yellowstone National Park, USA

https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1626&context=senior_theses

This study examines the sustainability practices implemented in Yellowstone National Park, one of the
most visited tourist destinations in the U.S., with over 4 million visitors annually. The park faces the
ongoing challenge of preserving its unique ecosystems while managing high tourist traffic.

Key strategies identified include:

*Zoned visitor management,

*Restricted access to sensitive areas,

*Environmental education through interpretive programs,
*Promotion of public transport within the park,

*Trail rehabilitation to prevent soil erosion.

Sustainability also involves collaboration with local and Indigenous communities, integrating traditional
knowledge into conservation plans and expanding tourism options outside core areas to relieve pressure.

The study emphasizes that effective coordination among agencies, NGOs, scientists, and tour operators
is essential. Without participatory governance, efforts to ensure sustainable tourism would fall short.

In conclusion, Yellowstone serves as a replicable model for other protected areas, successfully combining
ecological conservation, education, and community engagement under a holistic and sustainable
approach.
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