
Introduction

In the heart of the Mediterranean 
lies Cyprus, an island renowned 

for its rich history, diverse culture, 

and stunning landscapes. As 
tourism flourished, so did 

concerns about its environmental 
and cultural impacts. Amidst this 

backdrop, OLTA Travel Cyprus 

emerged as a trailblazer, 
championing sustainable tourism 

practices that harmoniously blend 
economic growth with 

environmental stewardship and 

cultural preservation.

The Genesis of OLTA Travel 

Cyprus
Founded with a vision to offer 

authentic Cypriot experiences, 

OLTA Travel Cyprus recognized 
early on the importance of 

sustainability in tourism. Their 
mission was clear: to provide 

travelers with enriching journeys 

while ensuring the preservation 
of Cyprus's natural beauty and 

cultural heritage for future 
generations.

Case studies
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OLTA TRAVEL CYPRUS – PIONEERING 

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM 



Achievements and Recognitions

OLTA Travel Cyprus's efforts have not gone unnoticed. In 2024, they became 

a member of the Cyprus Sustainable Tourism Initiative (CSTI), reflecting their 

alignment with national goals of conserving the environment, supporting the 

local economy, and promoting local culture. 

facebook.com

Challenges and the Road Ahead

While OLTA Travel Cyprus has made significant strides, the journey hasn't 

been without challenges. Balancing the demands of modern tourism with the 

need to preserve natural and cultural resources requires continuous effort. 

The company remains committed to innovating and adapting, ensuring that 

their practices evolve in line with global sustainability standards.

Conclusion

OLTA Travel Cyprus exemplifies how tourism can be a force for good, 

fostering economic development while safeguarding the environment and 

cultural heritage. Their holistic approach serves as a model for sustainable 

tourism, demonstrating that with dedication and thoughtful practices, it's 

possible to offer unforgettable travel experiences that benefit all stakeholders.
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PICTURE

Commitment to Sustainable Practices

OLTA Travel Cyprus's dedication to 

sustainability is evident in various facets 

of their operations:

Eco-Friendly Accommodations: The 

company collaborates with hotels that 

prioritize environmental conservation. 

Before establishing partnerships, they 

assess hotels based on their participation 

in eco-programs, such as the Green Key 

and ISO 14001 Environmental 

Management System Standard. They 

also evaluate practices like energy-

efficient lighting, solar heating, and waste 

recycling initiatives. 

oltatravel-cyprus.com

Active and Eco-Conscious Tours: 

Promoting active tourism, OLTA offers a 

plethora of eco-friendly activities, 

including hiking, cycling, and yoga 

retreats. With over 200 trails, Cyprus is a 

haven for hikers, and OLTA ensures that 

tourists experience these paths 

responsibly. Their programs emphasize 

minimal environmental impact while 

maximizing engagement with nature. 

oltatravel-cyprus.com

Supporting Local Communities: OLTA 

Travel Cyprus places a strong emphasis 

on uplifting local economies. They 

organize visits to mountain villages like 

those in the Troodos region, where 

travelers can engage in workshops and 

masterclasses led by local artisans. This 

not only offers tourists an authentic 

experience but also provides financial 

support to local producers, artisans, 

farmers, and family-owned businesses. 

oltatravel-cyprus.com

Cultural Preservation: Understanding 

the importance of cultural heritage, OLTA 

integrates visits to historical sites, 

including UNESCO-listed locations, into 

their itineraries. They also arrange 

masterclasses in traditional crafts such as 

pottery and basket weaving, ensuring that 

these age-old practices are passed down 

and appreciated by newer generations. 

oltatravel-cyprus.com

Environmental Education and 

Advocacy: Beyond organizing tours, 

OLTA is committed to educating both 

tourists and the broader public about 

sustainable practices. They publish 

articles in international magazines, 

maintain an informative blog, and actively 

promote eco-friendly activities on their 

website and social media platforms. Their 

outreach has touched thousands, raising 

awareness about responsible travel 

behaviors. 

oltatravel-cyprus.com
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any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

https://www.ecohol.eu/
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Discussion Questions

Assessing Impact: How do OLTA Travel Cyprus's initiatives contribute to the 
broader goals of sustainable tourism in Cyprus?

Balancing Growth and Sustainability: What challenges might OLTA face in 

expanding their operations while maintaining their commitment to sustainability?
Community Engagement: How does supporting local artisans and communities 

enhance the authenticity of the tourist experience?
Future Strategies: What additional sustainable practices could OLTA implement to 

further minimize their environmental footprint?
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